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Spain faces demographic time bomb 

Watch the video and answer the following questions: 

1. In your own words, explain what a time bomb is.

2. If Spain is a bomb, what is about to explode?

3. Are things easy or difficult, economically for Nadie and Juan?

4. What would one of the problems be if the couple had another child?

5. How much has the birth rate dropped since 2008?

6. How does the government help Juan and Nadine financially? Do you feel the
couple should expect more help?

7. If the government helped with the cost of children, do you think people might
have more children? Give your reasons.

8. Write meanings for the following words and phrases.

Daycare Mass unemployment 

Put it off On a daily basis 
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1. In your own words, explain what a time bomb is.

A bomb that has a limited time before it explodes.

2. If Spain is a bomb, what is about to explode? The social welfare system. This is
because the birth rate in Spain has dropped and the population is ageing
which means that there are fewer young people to working to support the
economy. As people live longer, they have to be cared for and there is more
pressure on the care and medical sectors. Soon there will be insufficient
money to finance the situation.

3. Are things easy or difficult, economically for Nadie and Juan?

Very difficult.

4. What would one of the problems be if the couple had another child?  The cost of

daycare would double and they would not be able to pay for it.

5. How much has the birth rate dropped since 2008? 13%.

6. How does the government help Juan and Nadine financially? They receive

100€/month. Do you feel the couple should expect more help? Student’s own

answers.

7. If the government helped with the cost of children, do you think people might have

more children? Give your reasons. Student’s own answers.

8. Write meanings for the following words and phrases.

Daycare (where children go to be looked after)   
Mass unemployment (a very large number of people out of work) 
Put it off (postpone) 
On a daily basis (every day)  


